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The U.N. is trying to broker a deal
that will enable Ukraine’s grain to be
shipped from ports such as Odessa, but
Russia has said it wants Western sanc-
tions lifted as part of the deal. Twenty
million tons of Ukrainian grain is
stuck in Ukraine, at risk of being sto-
len by Russians.

What are we doing in this country?
We are not producing the way we could
in California. Waters are being shifted
away from farmers, and so our own
wheat crops in northern California are
dying out.

The Biden administration must roll
back the regulations that are making
it hard for farmers in this country to
do what they need to do to be a part of
this world solution for food, as famine
will soon be upon us, especially in the
2023 crop year.

—————

TRAGEDY IN POTTSTOWN

(Ms. DEAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DEAN. Mr. Speaker, on Thurs-
day, May 26, an explosion erupted in
the tight-knit community of Potts-
town, Pennsylvania, destroying two
homes and, tragically, killing five peo-
ple, a grandmother and four of her
grandchildren, and also seriously injur-
ing their parents.

Today, I want to remember Francine
White, 67, and her grandchildren, Alana
Wood, 13, Jeremiah White, 12, Nehe-
miah White, 10, Tristan White, 8.

It is hard to paint a picture with
words of the devastation of a home, the
people who lived there and dreamed in
it, reduced to rubble, a family gone,
suddenly.

Now, there is a deep hole in Hale
Street, and a huge hole is left in the
hearts of their neighbors. They have
made a vigil on their block and spent
countless hours trying to make sense
of the tragedy.

Pottstown, I know you have always
been a strong community. You are
Pottstown Strong. Know that I will be
with you, with your neighbors, as we
figure out how this happened to be sure
it never happens again.

My prayers are with the family and
the entire community of Pottstown.
May their memories be a blessing.

——————

AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE PAYING
FOR PRESIDENT’S MISTAKES

(Mr. SMITH of Missouri asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
the biggest challenge facing Missouri
families right now is sky-high infla-
tion. They know that President Biden
and Washington Democrats have only
themselves to blame for driving infla-
tion to the highest level in 40 years.

Last month alone, inflation cost Mis-
souri families an extra $663. That is
about the same as a monthly payment
on a brand-new pickup truck.
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Gas prices are the highest they have
been, at over $5 a gallon. The cost to
fill up an F-150 is over $150.

Families are paying more to put food
on their tables, clothes on their backs,
and gasoline in their cars. Milk is up 15
percent. Bread is up 14 percent. Bacon
is up 18 percent.

Just yesterday, the Federal Reserve
raised interest rates for the third time
since March. This is yet another price
increase for families, farmers, and
small businesses.

The American people cannot afford
to keep paying for President Biden’s
mistakes.

———

RECOGNIZING CONTRIBUTIONS
MADE BY DREAMERS

(Ms. GARCIA of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize the 10-year an-
niversary of the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals program, more
commonly known as DACA.

Ten years ago, President Obama and
Democrats reaffirmed America’s tradi-
tion as the land of opportunity by cre-
ating DACA. Since that day, brave
young immigrants, known as Dream-
ers, have provided massive contribu-
tions on their path to the American
Dream.

DACA gave Dreamers a chance to do
that, to dream big. It allowed them to
use their talents, giving them a chance
to seek higher education, work, and,
most importantly, protection from de-
portation. They were there for us on
the front lines, working as healthcare
workers, all kinds of workers, to help
us through the pandemic, and we thank
them.

While we celebrate DACA as a signifi-
cant temporary achievement for all of
America, it is by no means a substitute
for fixing our broken immigration sys-
tem.

Mr. Speaker, I promise to continue
our fight for comprehensive immigra-
tion reform so that we can finally keep
families together permanently.

———

CELEBRATING DREAMERS ON
DACA’S 10TH ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. RUIZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, as chair of
the Congressional Hispanic Caucus, I
rise today to call for immediate action
to protect our Nation’s Dreamers.

Yesterday, we marked the 10th anni-
versary of the DACA program with a
relentless focus on our goal to provide
a pathway to citizenship for our Na-
tion’s Dreamers.

Over the last 5 years, we have seen
persistent attacks on DACA, and the
need to act could not be more urgent.

You see, DACA has been a rocket
booster for our economy. In my district
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alone, Dreamers contribute nearly $300
million in GDP. They are doctors, law-
yers, essential workers, engineers,
businessowners, and job creators. They
make America stronger, and they
shouldn’t have to live in fear of depor-
tation.

I call on 10 Republican Senators to do
what is right: Support the House-
passed bipartisan Dream and Promise
Act, pass it in the Senate, and bring
humanity back to our immigration
system and restore American values.

To all the Dreamers who are watch-
ing, know that I celebrate you. I stand
with you, and fight for you.

Estan en casa. You are home. Home
is here.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair.

———

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL PTSD
AWARENESS MONTH

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
June as National Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder Awareness Month. Dur-
ing the month of June, we raise aware-
ness for those suffering from post-trau-
matic stress disorders.

After a trauma or life-threatening
event, it is common to have reactions
such as upsetting memories, increased
jumpiness, or trouble sleeping. If these
reactions do not go away, or if they get
worse, you might suffer from PTSD.

PTSD is especially prevalent for
those who have served in the military,
affecting nearly 30 percent of Vietnam
veterans and up to 20 percent of vet-
erans who served during the global war
on terror.

As a former rehabilitation specialist,
I know firsthand the incredible strides
individuals can make when they have
access to appropriate rehabilitation.

PTSD Awareness Month is not only
an opportunity to raise awareness
about PTSD; it is also an opportunity
to raise awareness about treatment op-
tions.

I applaud all the organizations that
raise awareness about this important
issue during June. There is help and
support for those who have PTSD.

———

COMMEMORATING THE CENTEN-
NIAL OF JAMES JOYCE’S “ULYS-
SES”

(Mr. NEAL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to commemorate the centennial of
James Joyce’s ‘“Ulysses,’” arguably one
of the great literary accomplishments
in history. The time-honored epic was
published in its entirety on Joyce’s
40th birthday, February 2, 1922.

Born in Dublin and educated at Uni-
versity College Dublin, his words tran-
scend countries across the world. The
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story is read and studied worldwide,
and Joyce himself has become an in-
trinsic part of world culture.

Through a stream of consciousness
writing style, and with humor and par-
ody, Joyce has kept literary thinkers
and historians engaged with inter-
preting his words, even 100 years later.

In 265,222 words, Joyce chronicles the
simple and even mundane encounters
of protagonist Leopold Bloom on one
ordinary day in Dublin: Thursday, June
16, 1904. Yet, Joyce does it with such
wit, linguistic exuberance, and high re-
gard for the ordinary and often over-
looked details that readers remain cap-
tivated.

I am one of those readers.

June 16, today, is considered by
Joyce fans as Bloomsday, and festivals
are taking place in Dublin, here in the
States, and around the world.

As such, let me wish all of you a
happy Bloomsday.
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MEAT AND POULTRY SPECIAL
INVESTIGATOR ACT OF 2022

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to House Resolution 1170, I
call up the bill (H.R. 7606) to establish
the Office of the Special Investigator
for Competition Matters within the De-
partment of Agriculture, and ask for
its immediate consideration in the
House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1170, in lieu of
the amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on Agriculture printed in the
bill, an amendment in the nature of a
substitute consisting of the text of
Rules Committee Print 117-50, modified
by the amendment printed in part E of
House Report 117-366, is adopted and
the bill, as amended, is considered
read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:
H.R. 7606

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘“‘Lower Food and Fuel Costs Act”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:
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Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 2. Secretary defined.

TITLE [—MEAT AND POULTRY SPECIAL
INVESTIGATOR

Sec. 101. Office of the Special Investigator for
Competition Matters.
TITLE II—ADDITIONAL NUTRIENT
MANAGEMENT ASSISTANCE

Sec. 201. Additional nutrient management as-
sistance.

TITLE III—AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SYS-
TEM SUPPLY CHAIN RESILIENCE AND
CRISIS RESPONSE TASK FORCE

Sec. 301. Agriculture and Food System Supply
Chain Resilience and Crisis Response
Task Force.

TITLE IV—BIOFUEL INFRASTRUCTURE
AND AGRICULTURE PRODUCT MARKET
EXPANSION

Sec. 401. Biofuel infrastructure and agri-
culture product market expansion.

TITLE V—YEAR-ROUND FUEL CHOICE
Sec. 501. Ethanol waiver.

TITLE VI—PRODUCING RESPONSIBLE EN-
ERGY AND CONSERVATION INCENTIVES
AND SOLUTIONS FOR THE ENVIRON-
MENT (PRECISE)

Sec. 601. Conservation loan and loan guar-
antee program.

Sec. 602. Assistance to rural entities.

Sec. 603. Environmental Quality Incentives
Program.

Sec. 604. Conservation Stewardship Program.

Sec. 605. Delivery of technical assistance.

TITLE VII—BUTCHER BLOCK ACT

Sec. 701. Assistance for nmew and expanded
livestock or poultry processors.
Sec. 702. New and expanding livestock or
poultry processing grants.
TITLE VIII—LOWER FOOD AND FUEL
COSTS SUPPLEMENTAL  APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2022

SEC. 2. SECRETARY DEFINED.

In this Act, the term ‘“‘Secretary’ means the
Secretary of Agriculture.

TITLE I—MEAT AND POULTRY SPECIAL
INVESTIGATOR
SEC. 101. OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL INVESTIGATOR
FOR COMPETITION MATTERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Department of Agri-
culture Reorganization Act of 1994 is amended
by inserting after section 216 (7 U.S.C. 6916) the
following:

“SEC. 217. OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL INVESTI-
GATOR FOR COMPETITION MATTERS.

“(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
in the Department an office, to be known as the
‘Office of the Special Investigator for Competi-
tion Matters’ (referred to in this section as the
‘Office’).

“(b) SPECIAL INVESTIGATOR FOR COMPETI-
TION MATTERS.—The Office shall be headed by
the Special Investigator for Competition Matters
(referred to in this section as the ‘Special Inves-
tigator’), who shall be a senior career employee
appointed by the Secretary.

‘““(c) DUTIES.—The Special
shall—

“(1) use all available tools, including sub-
poenas, to investigate and prosecute violations
of the Packers and Stockyards Act, 1921 (7
U.S.C. 181 et seq.) by packers and live poultry
dealers with respect to competition and trade
practices in the food and agricultural sector;

“(2) serve as a Department liaison to, and
act in consultation with, the Department of Jus-
tice and the Federal Trade Commission with re-
spect to competition and trade practices in the
food and agricultural sector;

“(3) act in consultation with the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security with respect to na-
tional security and critical infrastructure secu-
rity in the food and agricultural sector;
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“(4) maintain a staff of attorneys and other
professionals with appropriate expertise; and

““(5) in carrying out the requirements of this
subsection, coordinate with the Office of the
General Counsel and the Packers and Stock-
yards Division of the Agricultural Mavrketing
Service.

““(d) PROSECUTORIAL AUTHORITY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding title 28,
United States Code, the Special Investigator
shall have the authority to bring any civil or
administrative action authoriced under the
Packers and Stockyards Act, 1921 (7 U.S.C. 181
et seq.) against a packer.

‘““(2) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section alters
the authority of the Secretary to issue a sub-
poena pursuant to the Packers and Stockyards
Act, 1921 (7 U.S.C. 181 et seq.).

““(3) NOTIFICATION.—With respect to any of
the actions brought under this subsection in
Federal district court, the Special Investigator
shall notify the Attorney General.”.

(b) CONFORMING  AMENDMENT.—Section
296(b) of the Department of Agriculture Reorga-
nization Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 7014(b)) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following:

‘““(11) The authority of the Secretary to
carry out section 217.”".

(c) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—Subtitle A of
the Department of Agriculture Reorganization
Act of 1994 is amended by redesignating the first
section 225 (relating to Food Access Liaison) (7
U.S.C. 6925) as section 224A.

TITLE IT—CROP NUTRIENT USE AND PRE-
CISION AGRICULTURE PRACTICE ADOP-
TION ASSISTANCE

SEC. 201. CROP NUTRIENT USE AND PRECISION

AGRICULTURE PRACTICE ADOPTION
ASSISTANCE.

(a) PAYMENTS.—During the period begin-
ning on the date of enactment of this section
and ending on September 30, 2023, the Secretary
shall make payments under this section to pro-
ducers——

(1) to assist in reducing the costs associated
with the utilization of crop nutrients; or

(2) to adopt precision agriculture practices
to address the utilization of crop nutrients or
water availability.

(b) AMOUNT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A payment to a producer
under this section shall not exceed 100 percent
of the costs of the activity for which the assist-
ance is provided.

(2) COST SHARE.—If the Secretary deter-
mines that a producer is receiving other Federal
funds for the activity for which the assistance is
provided, a payment to the producer under this
section shall be in an amount that does not, in
combination with such other funds, exceed 100
percent of the costs of such activity.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authoriced to be appropriated to carry
out this section $500,000,000 for the period of fis-
cal years 2022 and 2023.

SEC. 202. RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this title shall be construed as a
conservation or environmental program within
the meaning of section 5(g) of the Commodity
Credit Corporation Charter Act (15 U.S.C.
714c(9)).

TITLE III—AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SYS-
TEM SUPPLY CHAIN RESILIENCE AND
CRISIS RESPONSE TASK FORCE

SEC. 301. AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SYSTEM SUP-

PLY CHAIN RESILIENCE AND CRISIS
RESPONSE TASK FORCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle B of title II of the
Department of Agriculture Reorganization Act
of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 6931 et seq.) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following:

“SEC. 229. AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SYSTEM SUP-

PLY CHAIN RESILIENCE AND CRISIS
RESPONSE TASK FORCE.

‘““(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 60
days after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall establish within the
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